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THERE 1S A HOUSE 
ABOVE THE WORLD, 
WHERE ee neat s 
FECL He 
nt THERE /S 
A MAN WITH 
WINGS LIKE 


THERE 1S A MAN WHO KOVES 
SO. FAST THAT HIS LIFE IS AN. 
ENCLESS GALLERY OF STRTUES. 


B ABOVE THE WORLD, 
THE pes ge ee 


ALAN pee 2 WRITER” 


STEPHEN JOUN:-. - 
BISSETTE TOTLEBEN ai 


ce 
LEN WEIN: Z2/7OR 
FV OSCSITATION 
2 


ASSISICD LY. 
TATJANA WOOD: COLORIST. 
JOHN COSTANZA: LE7TERER. 


--- TO A ORY, MAD VOICE THAT WHISPERS 
OF CARTHIEAT/, 


THERE 1S NOTHING 
THAT YOU CAN DO, 
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SUTTING THE RAIN 
MILE AFTER MILE, DAY 
AFTER DAY... 


THE FIRST FO DE Wick 
*OLINE 


BE THE VERY 
AND THE VERY CLD... 
SAPLINGS AND 
THE STUMPS, 


Timi AdAMMLAGAUadaaA LJ 
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YOU WILL REGRESS 


EF 
WITHIN A YEAR, 
YOU WILL Atl BE DEAD, 
THERE (S NOTHING THAT 
YOU CAN BO. 


THOSE 
LIVE IN AN ATMOSPHERE SO 
CNELATHINABLE THAT ANY 
FLAME, ANY SPARK, WILL 
UNLEASH AN (INFERNO. 


TERI TTT Terre Frey 


ie) (@) (@) (@ ie 


INSANE ‘S THE WORD. ‘i j, THE LOROV/C MANS NEVER GIVEN 
I NOTICED ALMOST US MUCH TROUBLE IN THE PAST. 
THIRTY MAJOR - OKAY, GO IT LOOKS LIKE HE'S 
DIFFERENCES IN CONTROLLING THE WORLD'S 

HIS POSTURE AND ¥ VEG6E) 


ERNS. 


SO WHAT DO WE DO? VS = Se 
THREATEN To BEAT UP WHAT YOU'RE 
THE ZREES? KATAR'S SHYING \S "WE GET 
RIGHT. WE HAVE A 
PROBLEM. 


70 LOSE THIS ONE, 
THIS TUNE WE FINALLY 
STRIKE O07,” 


OUR OWN 
PLANET HAS DECLARED 
ON US. WOOORUE 
(IS OUR ONLY MEANS 
OF NEGOTIATION... 


a” MAN, I DON'T 
BELIEVE THIS! WE 
WERE WATCHING OUT 

: FOR NEW YORK, FOR 

rena 

t 1S... 

MIO) | a 

you wi. Resress C= | \Ga 

70 THE STONE AGE, 


Es 
WITHIN A YEAR, 
YOU WiLL Atl BE DEAD. 
THERE (S NOTHING THAT 
YOU CAN BO. 


THE FIRST FO DE Wich THOSE 
BE THE VERY YOUNES LIVE IV) AN ATMOSPHERE SO 
AND THE VERY CLD... MNELALMINABLE THAT ANY 
THE SAPLINGS AND FLAME, ANY SPARK, WiLL 


THE STUMPS, UNLEASH AN INFERNO. 


$0 WHAT DO WE DO? * 


THREATEN TO BEAT UP 
THE ZREES? KATAR'S 
RIGHT. WE HAVE A 
PROBLEM. 


OUR OWN 
PLANET HAS DECLARED 
ON US. WOOORUE 
I$ OUR ONLY MEANS 
OF MECOMATION... 


INSANE S THE worD. 


I NOTICED ALMOST 
THIRTY MAJOR 
DIFFERENCES IN 
HIS POSTURE AND 
SPEECH PATTERNS. 


THE RORQW/C MANS NEVER GIVEN 
US MUCH TROUBLE IN THE PAST. 
OKAY, GO IT LOOKS LIKE HE'S 
CONTROLLING THE WORLD'S 


WHAT YOU'RE 
SHYING \& "WE GET 
70 LOSE THIS ONE. 
THIS THE WE FINALLY 

STRIKE OWT,” 


A 


MAN, I DON'T 
BELIEVE THIS! WE 
WERE WATCHING OUT 
FOR NEW YORK, FOR 

METROPOLIS, FOR 

ATLANTIS... 


VEGEITIN, BUT... 


A. 
TERRIALE 
SULENCE. 


A 
HUSH, 
GEFORE- 


THE 
EARTHQUAKE. 
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Easy to Sell New Musical Micro Chip Greeting Cards 
© Hottest Selling Designs i 

© No Minimum Order 

High Profits 

© Starter Kit and Sampler Just $2.95 

Plus $1 Handling and Postage 


Students, kids over 12—Be your own boss! Show and Sell these 
beautiful musical cards to friends, families, neighbors. These cards sell 
themselves—Earn Cash Easily. : 


CODON ENTERPRISES INC. will help you in every way to make this a 
Happy, Successful, Profitable venture. 


DETACH & SEND $2.95 plus $1.00 Shipping 


CODON ENTERPRISES INC. 

15-17 MERCER STREET 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10013 

(212) 431-6944/5 

Please send me more information on how to start my own business 
in MUSICAL CARDS, 
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Print 
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CITY: STATE. 
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Hi! My name is Mindy Newell. 
Okay, I know my moniker is 
unfamiliar to you, right now. Pretty 
soon, however, it will be gracing the 
pages of NEW TALENT SHOWCASE. 
There's been a lot of publicity about 
thie project, but no one has thought to 
ask any of us (“us being the 
aforementioned NEW TALENT) of our 
experiences. I thought it might be 
informative and encouraging for 
other aspiring comic professionals to 
learn a bit about the inner workings 
and machinations of being 
published. 

T asked Dick, and he gave me 
permission to tell you about the 
phone booth hidden within the 
confines of 666 Fifth Avenue into 
which an ordinary, mild-mannered 
woman can enter and emerge 
seconds later 
SUPERWRITER!!!!!!! 

Well, so that’s not exactly what 
happens. Sometimes my imagination 
gets a little carried away. lama 
writer, after all. But I'm not mild- 
mannered, and I don’t wear glasses, 
either. 

How does it happen? I can only tell 
you of my own experience, and of the 
things I have been taught. 

About a year ago, a note was made 
of the hunt for new faces at DC right 
on this page. I had written some 
articles for magazines, starting a nice 
collection of reject slips. There were 
also a pile of stories I had written, 
mostly for myself, sitting and 
collecting dust in one of my desk 
drawers. (What did I do for a living? I 
was a registered nurse.) But I had 
never written for any fanzines, nor 
had considered comics as a viable 
alternative for showing off any talent 
I might possess. 

But I was at a crossroads in my life. 
Nursing had paled on me, even 
though the money was good...and 1 
had vowed never to become the gruff, 
bitter type, feeling trapped in a job 
that calls for so much. A nurse means 
caring. I had what has been 
termed as “post-divorce syndrome”: 
throwing myself into a variety of 
activities, 

So it was a combination of these 
factors, plus curiosity, that made me 
sit down, compile a character and 


storyline, and send it off to Sal 
Amendola, he being the NEW 
TALENT COORDINATOR. Poor guy 
His desk has never looked the same. 
Among the hundreds of manila 
envelopes he plowed through was 
mine. 

First there was some preliminary 
correspondence, Just enough to get 
my hopes up. Of course, I knew better 
than to count my chickens before 
they hatched, but who cared? There 
was a chance! 

About six weeks later, I found 
myself sitting in Karen Berger's office. 
(She being the editor of the 
SHOWCASE book). With typical New 
Yorker aplomb, I was very matter-of- 
fact as we sat and discussed a bit of 
my personal history, writing 
experience, story-line and plot 
possibilities. Right, Karen? I even 
managed to shake Len Wein's hand 
with just the right amount of 
nonchalance when he interrupted our 
discussion, and Karen introduced me. 
Uh, Karen, don't look at me like that. 
Well, never mind her, folks. I really 
was the height of Big Apple 
sophistication. 

Then I was sent home with stacks of 
material on comic writing. Actually, I 
floated home. Why, I even got stuck 
in the Holland Tunnel for an hour 
and a half, and couldn't care less. If 
you've never gotten stuck in the 
Holland Tunnel.... How many of you 
have ever read Dante's Inferno? 

That's the idea. But I actually 
welcomed the traific. Gave mea 
chance to think about what had 
transpired earlier. 

Once I got home, I laid everything 
out in front of me. This included 
guidelines, old plot synopses and 
scripts, a couple of old House of 
Mystery’s, and notes I had taken 
during my discussion with Karen. I 
didn’t get to work right away. 

But the next day, I tackled my 
typewriter with great fervor. There are 
many ways of writing a comic, but I 
was doing a full seript. This entails 
art directions, panel breakdowns, 
sound effects, captions, and dialogue. 
Before one can graduate to other 
forms, a writer must learn to visualize 
the spread of the page. This includes 
understanding panel placement, the 


amount of action that can be 
contained in a single panel, caption 
and balloon placement, and the 
amount of words per panel. 

The comic book is a visual medium 
For the writer, this means learning to 
have an artist's eye. A course in 
journalism is helpful, too, since the 
words themselves must be kept toa 


xe [e{e) minimum, Yet, the story must be 


well-paced and cohesive, neither 
artwork nor printed word dominating. 
They must work together. 

‘This is all part of the basics. Many 
writers prefer to always work witha 
full script, feeling that it helps them in 
planning and seeing the story in their 
mind's eye. I find myself in that 
fraternity. I don't know if I'll ever 
“graduate” to descriptive pa: 
breakdowns. (Or maybe I'm just 
starting to feel comfortable with what 
T already know...we'll see.) 

lt took a while, but I finally finished 
my first script. It took numero visits to 
Karen, lots of re-writes, learning, and 
unlearning. But when I first saw the 
pencils of JENESIS done by Mark 
Beachum, it was something hard to 
describe. Sort of akin to the feeling I 
had when I gave birth to my 
daughter. Creativity personified 
Amazing! 

Since then, I've written three more 
Has it come easier with each 
g one? Yes and no. I 
lerstand the mechanics better. My 
dialogue is becoming more polished, 
my pacing more professional. But, I 
still make mistakes. And that's the 
hard part, at least for me. I find 
myself pushing harder all the time, 
getting angry for net being 
SUPERWRITER. I expect more of 
myself with each visit to Karen. Of 
course, she does, too. Sometimes, the 
harshest criticism can come from 
inside. 

Are there common factors with us? 
Talent? Sure, I suppose. Still, there 
are other things, some more 
important. Determination to succeed. 
Maturity to handle criticism. Ability 
to fall on your face, get up, dust 
yourself off, and keep going. 
Knowing that others know more than 
you’do. Accepting that. Wanting to 
learn. Timing. Luck. Discipline. 

Finally, kudos must go to Dick 
Giordano, Sal Amendola, and Karen 
Berger. To Dick, for being the guiding 
light behind the drive to directly 
introduce and instill fresh faces into 
the industry. To Sal, for having the 
patience to listen as we have all cried 
on his shoulders at one time or 
another. And to Karen, for having the 
guts to take on a bunch of amateurs, 
and trying to turn us into pros. 

Do I have any personal tips? Well, I 
shouldn't, but...sift through your 
record stack. Take out any John 
Williams score. Puton your , 
headphones. Sit down in front of your 
typewriter. And write! 

Excuse me. Have to go put the other 
side of THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 


on. 
Thanke, Dick! 
5 . 


THE SWAMP MAN? HOLLAND ? BUT... +1, GONE ON TO 
c : YOUR REWARD, 
{ GONE ON TO THE 
MEADOWS OF 
OBLIVION, AND 
PEACE, PND... 


,. UNLESS YOU SENSED 
MY ZRIMFH1! YES YES, 
YOU KNEW... KNEW OF MY 


INSTANT, BECAUSE... 
BECAUSE eee, 


IT WAS 2@X/, YOUR FIBERS THAT 
PROVIDED MY Z/VK WITH THE 
GREEN, MY STAIRWAY TO THIS 
EMERALD THRONE. YOU... 


Y_ YOU ARE 
THE OPENER 
OF THE WAY? 


PSHE IS MY GIFT; 
HERLIFE AN OZR 
IN MENTOR, you, 

THE SWAMP GOD... 


THEY'RE A/GHTING 
EACH OTHER! SANDY, 
GET THE KIDS OUT 


Uf 
i = YEAH, UeLER 
WOODRUE? HAN DEATH 
HAPPENING HERE. THATS WCODRUE? ) BACKIN’ OUTTA 
: BUT... THE WAY 
HE LACKS. READIN’ MAD 


MAGAZINE AND 
CRAZY AS A 


T LIVED HERE 

ALL MY LIFE, GOT 3 
766,21 : ROOTS HERE, Z 
TeaNED 10 ole 7 : AIN'T RUNNIN * GONNA FETCH MY 
pe acs , , A OLD EVANGELINE, 

Y ; YOU'LL SEE. GONNA GO 

; GET HER NOW... 

FIRST THIS : Sateen 
eee : ie Y 1'M GONNA BE 
Cnien Tas " y RIGHT BACK / 


c your credit is good! 
- Quality lasts a lifetime! 


#104 Duo 
#103 Trio e \ $600 
oar S20twica mo. 20 pre 
Diamond Solitaire with 1 dia- 2 me. 20 pnts 
mond in 10K his and hers for 10 months, 


bands. $30 twice mo, 20 p; 
- $30-¢a. for 10 months. 


#10 ae 
Saltaire, ee ment til 
Sie eee 
$37.50 twice mo. 20 Sang ; 
$37.50 on. for 10 months. 


~ #102 Tro 
18 iain gadionaiaK) ; . 3 
‘herat ewiols i If coupon is clipped send order to; 
Wy mt s48 a, fr 18 parti Military Diamond Sales 


P.O. Box 1203, Malibu, CA 90625 


HAL, COULD YOU 
CONTACT O47 SOME 
OF THE COK2S ARE 

VEGETABLE LIFE 
FORMS. 


THERE'S ‘E 
ALWYS 
HOPE. ff 


ALIEN VEGETABLES, 
THEY'D HAVE THE SAME 


COMMUNICATION PROBLEM 


THAT WE HAVE. MAYBE 
MORE SO. 


FOR ONE THING , DO YOU KNOW HOW 

MANY MOLECULES MAKE UP EARTH'S 

ATMOSPHERE? IF YOU WANTED, L 
COULD COUNT THEM... < 


UH, YEAH, WELL, 


THE PROBLEM 'S WITH 
THE OXYGEN BALANCE, 
RIGHT? SO WHY DON'T T... 


HMM. WHAT ABOUT THE 
GUNDERSEA SITUATION? 


72, USE YOUR ATOMIC. 
RESTRUCTURING ABILITIES 
TO CONVERT OXYGEN 
MOLECULES INTO CARBON 
DIOXIDE AND KES7OKE 
THE BALANCE 7 


YES, I'D THOUGHT 
R OF THAT, IT WOULDN'T 


RAVEN, SHE'S ALREADY TRIED, THE 
MASS PLANT-MIND I& TOO ALIEN. 
SHE CAN KEACH IT, BUT SHE 

CAN'T CWDERSTANP IT. 


ge 
THIS IS RIDICULOUS. EVER BATTLE, 
SINCE WE FIRST ENCOUNTERED PERHAPS. 
WOODRUE, HE'S LOST EVERY 
BUT THIS 
IS WAR... (| 


BATTLE HE'S EVER FOUGHT, 


"., AND THE OTHER SIDE /SN'T TAKING PRISQWERS, ” 


I KEMEMBER YOU, |N 

THE SWAMP, .. YOU CAME 

TO VISIT THE ZRA/TOR WHEN 

HE WAS ROOTED IN THE 
SWAMP., - 


WOOD~RUE , 


GREEN MESSIAH... 
WOOD-RUE, ANNIHILATING. 
ANGEL OF THE THORNS... 


We: 
THAT ee 
LIES AND... 2 


I SACKE To 
THE GREEN ! 
THIS 1S WHAT IT 
TOLD ME To Do! 


THIS IS 
WHAT IT 
WANTED! 


THAT'S NOT 7XUE, 


YOU'RE LYMG YOU'RE 
LYING YOU'RE ZYING / ¢ 


WAY PRE you 
LYING? 


THE PLANTS WILL POUR 
OUT OXYGEN, AND ALL THE 
ANIMALS WILL DIE. ONLY 
WE SHALL REMAIN. DON'T 
YOU SEE? 


IT'S THE ONLY WAY. 
THE ONLY WAY TO SAVE 
THE PLANET FROM 

THOSE CREATURES. 


AND, QUITE SUDDENLY, HE CAN. 
LONGER FEEL THE STEAMING, 
FERTILE PRESENCE OF AFRICA. 
WITHIN HIS MIND. 


OR THAT OF WEW ZEALANC. 


AND THE GA4SS... 
WHERE 1S THE 
GRASS GOING? 


7 <j 
PLEASE, DON'T GO, 
IT'S LONELY. THERE'S 

A HOLE IN MY HEAD 
AS BIG AS THE WORLD 
AND /7°'S SO VERY 

4ONELY.. . 


“f HE REALIZED THAT THE 
PLANTS COULDN 'T 


ee Om 


YOU SAID 
EARLIER... 


EY SS 7 
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CROSS SWORDS WITH CHAMPIONS! 
enter thelost morldoF “Y 


FORO 
RIOR) 
WS TL REMCOM eRe 


FIGURES FROM 


MIE D £ 


EACH 5/e-INCH FIGURE COMES 
COMPLETE WITH ACCESSORIES! 


ALWAYS... 


ALWAYS 
THE SWAMP. 


ee 
BUT HOW WILL 
THEY KNOW? HOW 
WAL THEY KNOW 
LAM A MAN 


Z AM RUNNING i 
THROUGH A CROWD, 
AND NONE OF 
THEM WILL SPEAK 
TOME, ZAM NOT 

WORTHY, 


r, 


MY ARM HURTS. 
I RUN, A RUNNING 
HAN... 


WoT A 
PLANT. 


SOON THEY WL COME. I MY BARK HAS GROVIN 
FEEL THEM CLOSING IN. SINCE I LAST WRE 
I MUST ALRE.. OU \l wAsov's Aes. 7 


me 
(Parra mmucore Ny \ 
FROM THE SKY. 1 


» | 


& 


= | WOW HE CLOTHES... 
© | THE JACKET. MY 
ARM HURTS... 


WOODRUE? T.,, 
j WELL YES, 


CALL ME 
JASON. I'M 
ONE OF You. 

In HMMA 


AN AeciDEWT. 
1 WAS JUST, 
YOU KNOW, DOING 
THING 
 ORIVING 
A CAR, FISHING, 
ONE OF THOSE 
THINGS US 
MEN 22, 
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SOON... ALL THE BIRDS... 
TELLING... EACH OTHER... THEIR OREAMS... 


I WANT.7O 
WALK HERE.,, 
FOREVER, 
I WANT... TO STRUGGLE. 
WITH THE ALLIGATORS... 
TURNING OVER,.. AND 
OVER... IN THE NUD. 
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OC Comics inc, 
666 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10103 


Jenette Kahn, President and Publisher 
Dick Giordano, Vice Pres.-Executive Editor 
Len Wein, Editor 

Tom Condon, Managing Editor 


. | Pat Bastienne, Editorial Coordinator 


Bruce Bristow, Marketing Director 
Arthur Gutowitz, Treasurer 


HERE'S A SNEAK 
PREVIEW OF 
NEXT ISSUE'S 
COVER-- THE 
FINISHED 
ART OF 
STEVE 
BIGSETTE 
AND JOHN 
TOTLEBEN ! 


DELUXE FO R M A T SERIE Ss 


THEY’RE STARTING THEIR OWN FAMILY BUSINESS 


They are the sons and daughters of the 

Justice Society Of America’ and the All-Star Squadron; 
forging their own way as their world's 

first super-hero corporation! 


By Roy Thomas, Jerry Ordway and Mike Machlan! 


The new DC. There's no stopping us now. 


“INDICATES TRADEMARK OF DC COMICS INC. COPYRIGHT © 1983 DC COMICS INC. 


.. CAPTAIN "O” OVERHEARS LYNN HAS A PROBLEM, TOO, 
MIKE AND JENNY TALKING. YBIKE 2/ HEY JEFE YOUHAVE | 


TM BORED! EVERYTHING A NEAT BIKE! 
COSTS SO MUCH! WISH JAIN! HOW'D YOU GET. ITZ 


ME TOO! T'0 LOVE ME HOW, AND HE 
TO EARN SOME ‘ CAN HELP YOU,Too! 


(A 
1s LOOKING FOR aa 7) 
KI7S TOHELE.. Us 


HEY KIDS...WHY DON'T YOU 
START YOUR OWN BUSINESS? 


MY FRIENDS AT OLYMPIC SALES CLUB 
HAVE A SUPER WAY FOR YOU TO 
EARN MONEY IN YOUR FREE TIME... / 


PRIZES OR 
CASH, Too! 
CALL NOW! 


THE WAY TOGO 


WITH CAPTAIN “O”! 
Earn PRIZES or $1.00 per item 24 HOURS A DAY. ..7 DAYS A WEEK 


CASH PROFIT! Sell quality including Sunday. Call TOLL FREE 


Olympic products to friends, 1-80 5 * 
relatives and neighbors. 4 Z available in 48 
Everything you need is sent \ EX United States (In Arizona: 1-800-352-0458) 
FREE! You pay nothing. . . i 3 , : 
owe nothing. . . return nothing! } : a ASK FOR DEB... .Shewill 
Call TOLL FREE now, or mail il. rush your name, address and 
name, address and zip code to: zip code to us. 
OLYMPIC SALES CLUB, INC. 
Dept.84NC2 Enfield, CT 06082 


©1984 Olympic Sales Club, Inc. 


NEW MATCHBOX 3 PACKS 
EACH WITH 25 FREE PUFFY STICKERS! 


ag 


IT’S THE BEST CAR DEAL IN TOWN! 


Everytime you buy a new Matchbox 3 Pack (3 cars in a pack, Mack), you get 
25 different Matchbox Puffy Stickers FREE! 

Each Puffy Sticker pictures one of the 75 great cars in the Matchbox line. Buy 
3 different Matchbox 3 Packs and you'll have the whole Matchbox 

Puffy Stickers Collection! 


FREE POSTER OFFER! 


You can also get a FREE Matchbox Car Puffy Stickers 
Collection Poster just for sending in proofs of purchase 
from 3 different Matchbox 3 packs, Its a great way to 
decorate your room and show off your new Matchbox 
Puffy Stickers Collection. 

But remember, Matchbox Puffy Stickers and Collection 
Poster are only available with new Matchbox 3 Packs. 
So start your collection today! 


The Original Collectibles™ 


Matchbox the rodemeork othe Matchbox group of companies ondis the subject extensive 
trademark registrations. (Marca registrada} © 1983 Matchbox International, ltd. All rights reserved. 
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DUNGEONS & DRAGONS™~ 
TREASURE OF TARMIN™ 


MATIEL £LECTRONICS® 


INTELLIVISION 
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